
           

         Death of an Empire 

5X30’ – ‘Death of an Empire’ radio series is an Athena Media production, exploring twenty 

years since the dissolution of the Soviet Union presented by Seamus Martin, former Moscow 

correspondent of The Irish Times, and exploring what made the Soviet Union, what led to its 

collapse and what it’s like inside modern Russia today. 
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“I’m looking at a photograph here of my wife Anita and Deirdre the younger of my daughters. It was 

taken on Friday the 16th of August 1991. The boat is gliding past the Kremlin. Quite a sunny sky. 

Everything was peaceful. We didn’t realise that at almost that exact time we were on the boat trip on the 

Moscow river that Vladimir Kryuckov who was head of the KGB was gathering a group of people outside 

Moscow to organise a coup d’etat against Gorbachev.” Seamus Martin, former Moscow correspondent 

of The Irish Times. 

 



 

Death of an Empire is a five part radio series, presented by Seamus Martin, which explores the twenty 

years since the dissolution of the Soviet Union and also explores what made the Soviet Union and what 

led to ƛǘǎ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ wǳǎǎƛŀ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ The series will be begin on January 07th   

2012 at 7.30pm and run for five weeks on RTÉ Radio 1. 

When Seamus Martin arrived as Moscow correspondent of The Irish Times in June 1991 the Soviet 

Union was completely intact. Just six months later it was no more. Martin covered the fall of the Soviet 

Union, the rise of Boris Yeltsin and the advent of the Vladmir Putin and Dmitry Medvedev years over a 

period of twenty years. Seamus Martin now returns to Moscow to find out what has changed, to talk to 

those at the heart of that change and to narrate the story of the fall of the Soviet Union and the birth of 

modern Russia.  

 

Each programme will explore the historical events which shaped modern Russia from the leadership of 

Gorbachev ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǇ ŘΩŜǘŀǘ in August 1991 which led to the collapse of the Soviet Union, to the era of 

Boris Yeltsin and the birth of modern Russia under Vladimir Putin.   

Seamus speaks with former colleagues, friends and sources who were at the heart of the changes that 

took place and those that were affected by the historical events. Seamus speaks with people like Eduard 

Limonov, who is a right wing politician in Moscow. He describes how he received the news of the coup. 

“It was rather difficult to get the news because I wasn’t in the front line….and honestly to say nobody 

actually understood the significance of what happened, me included. Honestly I didn’t see that it was the 

end of our country.”  

Seamus also speaks with ordinary Russians citizens like Fomenko Nonna who raised her daughter during 

the inflation that followed after the collapse of the Soviet Union and also Irish people who worked, or 

are currently working in Moscow, from Professor Sarah Smyth, journalist Diarmaid Fleming to former 

ambassador Ronan Murphy. Seamus also interviews Ron Hill an expert observer of both the Soviet 

Union and Russia for over 40 years and former foreign affairs minister for Ireland Gerry Collins. 

Economist Constantin Gurdgiev shares his memories of the change and how he sees Russia today ‘Russia 

is today a normal country. Yes there is disruption, and yes there is still a process of transition, growth, 

transformation. But this is now much more resembling Western economies in their early stages of 

development. The only core issue faced by Russia today…is that of official corruption.’ 



 

 

Death of an Empire is a radio series presented by Seamus Martin and begins on January 7th 2012 at 

7.30pm on RTÉ Radio 1. 

The radio series is an Athena Media production for RTÉ Radio. The producer is Helen Shaw. 

Further details on the project and the radio producers is available on www.athenamedia.ie  

Contact Lisa on 01 4883350 for further information   
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